STATE OF SoUTH CAROLIN Y ) BEFORLTHE SOUT H CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON )) HUMAN AFI'AIRS COMMISSION

SHAC No. H-1-16-609
HUD Ne. 04-1644321 .5

Coniplainants.

CONCILIATION AGRE EMEN]
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Baxter Commugity Association, Ine, )
130 Ben Casey Drive )
Fort Mill, South Caralina 29708 )J
)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

atul

Kuester Management Group, 1.1.C
130 Ben Casey Drive,
Fort Mill, South Carolina 28716

Respondents,

This compromise Conciltztion Agrecment is cutered 1nto by and betw een the South Carolina
Human Affairs Commission (hereinafier "('mnmissinn"). o1 behalf of ;
thereinafier “Complainants™), and Baxter Community Association, Inc. and Kuester Tanagement Group,

LLC (hereinafier “Respondents™).

WHEREAS, Complainants filed 3 verified complaing against Respondents on February 17, 2016
alleging violations of the South Caroling Fair Housing Law and dual-filed with the United States
Department of Nousing and Urban Develapment (HUD) under the 1'ederal Fair Housing Act, as amended
{hereinafier, “the Complaint™),

I CASESYNOPSIS
Complainant jdentifies himself as white and Complainarl-dentiﬁes hersell as
Asian. The Complainants belong to a class of persons who the Foir Housing Act (the Act) protects from
unlawful discrimination because of race, The Complainants allepe since September 13, 2015, the
Respondents have imposed different terms and conditions on tliejr family regarding landscaping,

Respondents deny having diseriminated against Complainants, bug agree to settle the claims in (he
underlying action by entering into this Conciliation Agreament.

WHEREAS. the Commission and the partics hereto wish to reach a just resolution of e
aforementioned dispute, and reach 4 full, equitable and final settlement of all matters arising out of the
facts underlying the aforementioned Complaint,



s bavter Community Associzion, fns itnd
ronp 11 ¢

Rugster Manazeinen

NOW THEREFORE, tie parlivs Lereby agree and stipulute to the folloning:
I GENERAL PROSY ISIONS

The tesms set forth herein are comracteal and not inerely a recital.
b .
A The parties acknowledge that this Agreement is 2 fulf seitlement of (he disputed Complaing
The parties hereio staie that they have read aad tully understand the significance of the terms
set forth herein and have executed this Coneiliation Agracment freelv ang voluntarily. No
panty has been coerved, intimidated, threatened. o i any way foread to become & panty 1o
this Agreemeny.

B By signing this Agreement both Complamants and Respondents stare tha they have had the
oppoTtunity to seeh Jegal coumsel reganding the effects of (his Agreement,

. This eonciliation agreement fully and completely resolves all jsgues and claims arising ovt of
the factual circtmstances underlying SHAC Case £#H-1-16-009 and HUD File 504-16-4321 -8
through the effective dage of this Agreement, Neither the Commission nor the Complainants
will take any further legal action with Fespact to, or itiate any action pertaining to, the facts
and events which led to the filing of the Complaint so long as the panics ahide by the terms
ol this Coneilition Agreenmient

D This Aereement. after it has been approved by the Commissioner of South Caraling Human
Affairs Commission (SCHAQC), s binding upon the Complainants und cach of (he
Respondeats, including thei, employees, suceessors angd all vthers in actiy g concert with ghien
in the administration and management of Baxter Community Association, Ine,

Lo Tvis understood that, pursuant 1o Section 3E21-120 (D) of the South Carolina Code of Laws
Fair Housing Law, upon approval of this Agrecment by the Commissioner of SCHAC, itis a
public document.

I This Agreement docs not in any way limir or restriet SCITAC authority 1o investigate any
other complain involving Respondents made puisuant to the Fair Housing Law, or any other
law within SCHAC's jurisdiction.

G. Thiz Conciliation Agreainent consiituies viostie of the Complaint at HUD wind South
Carolina [Human A ffairs Commission upon approval of this Agreement by the Commissioner
and such closure shall be penmanent unless the Commission determines that either party has
failed to comply with the tenns of the Agreement,

1. PROVISIONS FOR THE PUBLIC INTEREST

In order to azsure tha the public interest is protected, Respondents, without admitting to any violation of
the South Carolina Fair Housing Law or Federal Fair Housing Act, agree to continue taking any such
affinnative action as may be necessary (o ensure the elimination asd Prreventiog ul'disu'imiimlm) housing

practices, mcluding, but not limited 1o the following:

A. Respondents agree that they will continue 1o comply with ali federal and state housing laws,



Concilistion A

s Baver Commuanity Ass rcintion, Ine, and
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Kiiester Managemen?
B. Respondeats agree thar they will continue (o cos sstenly apply he governing documents fo
Baxter Community Association, lne in an abjeciive and noa-discriminarory manner,

IV, RELIEF FOR COMPLAINANI

A Respondents aeree tint they will nnt retalizte against Complainants fo- filing a claim of
ciserimination ngainst them.

V. RELEASE BY COMPL AINANT

A Upon execution of (his Agreamant and untess and wntil e Comniission d=termines thay
Respendents are not in compliance with the tems of Paragraph IV above, Coinplainants agree 1o
release and forever discharge Respondents and Respondents” employees, agents, successors,
insurers, and asstgns from eny and all clains which arise from oy are in a4ay way connected with
the facts and circunstences alleged in the Complaint.

VL BREACH OF CONCILIATED TERMS

A Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to preclude the Commission and Or any aggrieved
wdividual(s) from bringing suit to enforee tus Agreement in the event that Respondents fail o
comply with the weans of Paragraph IV above Neither does it preclude the Commnission from
filing charges in the future concerning events eccwring afier the execution of this Agreemen, In
the event that the Commission determines that Respondents have not complied with the ferms
hereal, the Commission shali setd written notice to Respondents and Respondents shall he given
g reasunable tinee period to remedy such non-compliance.

B. Subject to any and all epplicable rules of evidence (whether federal or state), Complainants and
Respondents agree that this Agreement may be used as evidence in g subsequent proceeding in
which any of the parties allege a breach of (his Agreement,

VII. REPORTING & R ECORDKEFPING

Upon written request by the Commission, the Parties shall submit proof of compliance with the terms
of this Agreement to:

South Carolina Human Affairs Commission
Fair Housing Division

Attentiont: Don Frierson

1026 Sumter Street, Suite 101

Columbia, 8C 29201

The submitte of any documentation should inctude the SITAC and HUID ease numbers, wlich are ag
tollows;

SHAC Case #H-) -16-009
HUD File #04-16-4321-8
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VITE COMMISSION RY VI

A Subject 1o the PIOVISIONS of Section 814 of the Fai; Housing Acy, o famended, 42118 ¢ Nectinn
3614, amd in acvordance with the Prosisions of Stae Ry ‘uul".hons R.635-225.G. the ¢ oIniission
mav. from tinle to time, review compliance it this Conciliation ‘\nrwm.,lt, and. 1f necessary,
reeommend (0 tie Souly areling Attorney Geperal thal & civil action e filed 10 seuk
itforcement of any of the ienns st forth herein,

ING EFFECTIVE DATE

This Agrcement ehal! become effectine an the dete an which ) i apprmed gyl
Comnissivier of the Seuth Caroling Huzan Alfair; LConunission helpy,.

signed by the

IN WITNESS WLERE OF. the padtics have syl fthed ther s heretn on the diy and dare fndicated
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